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Can you see through it? 

 

What will children learn? 
• You can see through transparent materials and you can’t 

see through opaque materials. 
• To make observations that will help them decide if a 

material is opaque or transparent. 

 

Suitability 
Years 1-2 

Equipment per child 

• Recording sheet 
• Glue stick 
• Pencil 

• 6 different samples: card, foil, coloured 
acetate sheet, sellotape, cloth, transparent 
plastic food bag 

Equipment notes 
• Before the lesson, cut samples to 7 x 2.5 cm. 

 

Procedure 
1. Choose a sample and find its corresponding box on the sheet. 
2. Stick the sample into the box. 
3. Look if you can see the apple picture through the sample. 
4. Record your answer in the adjacent box. 
5. Decide if the sample is opaque or transparent and circle the 

correct word. 
6. Repeat steps 1-5 with the remaining samples.  
 
 
 
Be aware when doing this practical 
Putting dabs of glue on the sheet, rather than the samples, is the best way to stick them on. 
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What the learning might look like 

 

Possible further activities 
Show the children some everyday objects eg a see-through umbrella and writing paper and have them 
explain how they know one is transparent and the other is opaque. 

Background notes 
This activity provides children with opportunities to apply the terms opaque and transparent to a variety of 
everyday materials. It is structured to help them appreciate how they know which property (opaque or 
transparent) each material has, and guides them in how to demonstrate this understanding. 
 
 
  

mailto:primary@cleapss.org.uk


P200 September 2024                                      ©CLEAPSS® primary@cleapss.org.uk; wwww.cleapss.org.uk  Page 3 of 3         

 

mailto:primary@cleapss.org.uk

	Can you see through it?
	What will children learn?
	Suitability
	Equipment notes

	Procedure
	Be aware when doing this practical

	What the learning might look like
	Possible further activities
	Background notes

	Equipment per child

