Supporting practical work in science, D&T and art
- in primary schools

Risk assessment concept cartoons model answers

How do you do a risk assessment?

“You need to list all the hazards on your lesson plan”

Knowing the likely hazards associated with an activity and how to manage them is a good starting point. Clearly
explaining how to implement the control measures is the really important information to have to hand during the
lesson.

“You must make sure that the activity that you want to do is in Be safe!”
Be safe! is a good starting point for planning to control risk but it’s not comprehensive and only provides brief

guidance. If something isn’t mentioned, or if the guidance doesn’t cover your circumstances, this does not mean you
can’t do it. Both mean — contact CLEAPSS.

“If it’s a risky activity just do it as a demo”

People almost automatically think about doing demonstrations when they see practicals that are more hazardous.
They can be just as dangerous for the teacher, especially if you are inexperienced. Whilst they can be less dangerous,
demonstrations are not a risk free solution, if in doubt about the safety of an activity call CLEAPSS for advice.

“If you follow CLEAPSS you’ll be fine”

CLEAPSS membership isn’t a magic wand that means your practical work will automatically be safer. Managing risk is
something you already do all the time. Think of the times you’ve postponed or shifted an activity because of the class
dynamics. You have to apply CLEAPSS information and advice to what you know about your class so that you end up
with control measures that will keep everyone safe.

Where can we find our risk assessments?

“All our risk assessments are kept on our school shared drive”

You need to have the information to hand about how you intend to control the risks for your class during the activity
and they need to be right for your class.

“We have a published scheme all the risk assessments are in it”

A scheme may have listed possible hazards and control measures to reduce the risks from them. However this is
generic information, only you will know which hazards present real risks to your class and which control measures will
reduce them for your children.

“I don’t know where the risk assessments are in our school”

This gives an impression that the job has been ‘done’ somewhere by someone else. Only model risk assessments can
be prepared in advance these are available from CLEAPSS. You need to adapt these for your class.
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“A risk assessment comes in the box with the activity”

This not only implies that someone else has done it but that it’s OK to look at the information at the start of the
lesson. Risk assessment needs to be part of your lesson planning, using generic model risk assessments is fine but
remember its information for you to use and adapt not an end point in itself.

Are our risk assessments good enough?

“We score our risk assessments so that everyone knows which activities are dangerous”

This often means they’ve been ‘done’ once, possibly badly and never questioned again. This is too blunt a tool and
short cuts an important process. Scoring can give both a false sense of security and cause over cautiousness. An
activity rated ‘2’ e.g. using rounded scissors could still lead to an accident, where as another activity rated ‘5’ e.g.
burning using tea lights may be deemed ‘to dangerous’ when with the correct control measures it is safe.

“We’ve just been inspected and no one questioned our risk assessments”

Inspectors rarely consider risk management of practical work because it’s the law, not a judgement, and therefore
they expect it to be implemented. Like most other laws no one’s checking that we’re doing the right thing. Only if an
incident occurs is adherence to the law investigated.

“We review all our risk assessments annually, so they are up-to-date”

This reduces risk assessment to a tick box activity that focuses on ‘getting it done’ quickly (there’s never enough time
to do this well) rather than it being an integral, useful, part of your lesson planning.

“Our risk assessments must be OK; we’ve never had an accident”

This isn’t the same as knowing your risk assessments are good enough. An accident may be waiting to happen! To be
sure your risk assessments are ‘OK’ you must be able to explain how you are adequately controlling the mostly likely
hazards for your class.

Who's responsible for risk assessment?

“No one ever mentions risk assessment in our school”

This often happens because everyone’s scared of what they don’t know. However ignorance is no excuse. Risk
assessment doesn’t need to be scary. Use CLEAPSS’s documents, expertise and advice to help you plan.

“The employer has to do the risk assessments”

Fundamentally this is true but in education this can only be realistically achieved using ‘model risk assessments’
(because the classroom situation is so dynamic). Your employer has fulfilled their responsibility by joining CLEAPSS. As
the class teacher you must use the information and advice they provide to help you manage the risks during your
lessons.

“All our risk assessments are written by our science leader”

The science lead can’t write the risk assessments on their own. The most they could do is point out some potential
hazards and suggest control measures for pre-set practical activities. As the teacher you need to take CLEAPSS
information and use it to inform your planning based on what you know about your class.

“Risk assessment is everyone’s responsibility”

Being sensible, rational and responsible is everyone’s responsibility. Knowing what hazards you are exposing your
class to and doing all you can to minimise the risks from them is the teacher’s responsibility.

This document supports teachers planning practical activities. It is not designed as a worksheet for classroom use
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